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Order of The Tribunal

We have heard learned counsel for both the sides on the claim of interim relief and
perused material available on file.

No reply has been filed by the respondents despite reasonable and sufficient
opportunities.

This Tribunal after hearing learned counsel for both the sides in identical matters, vide
detailed order dated 29.08.2024 in O.A No. 746/2024 has granted the interim relief to
the applicants therein.

Learned counsel for the applicant submits that the interim relief granted by this
Tribunal vide order dated 29.08.2024 in earlier O.As has been implemented by the
respondents and there is no challenge to the interim order dated 29.08.2024, by the
respondents before any higher court, which has not been disputed by learned counsel
for the respondents.

However, learned counsel for the respondents vehemently opposed the contention of
the applicants seeking interim relief and has placed reliance on the order dated
17.01.2019 in WP(C) No. 1222/2015 and order dated 11.09.2024 in WP(C) No.
12781/2024 passed by the Hon’ble High Court of Delhi. The Hon'ble High Court of



Delhi vide order dated 11.09.2024 has stayed the operation of interim order dated
24.07.2024 passed by the AFT (PB), Delhi.

We have also gone through the judgments referred to by both the sides.

The jurisdictional High Court of Punjab and Haryana vide orders dated 04.09.2024 and
06.09.2024 in CWP(s) No. 22055/2024 and 22441/2024, wherein, the Union of India
is also a party, has granted the interim relief to the petitioners therein. Further, the
Hon’ble High Court of State of Telangana in Writ Petition No(s). 26042, 25032, 20932
and 24774 of 2024 vide order dated 23.09.2024 has also stayed the recovery of
commuted pension from the petitioners therein.

The learned counsel for the applicants further submitted that the interim relief granted
by the Hon’ble High Court of Punjab and Haryana dated 18.07.2024 in CWP No.
16291/2024 was assailed by one of the respondent/PNB, before the Hon’ble Supreme
Court in SLP No. 17176/2024. The Hon’ble Apex Court has dimissed the SLP as
withdrawn vide order dated 09.08.2024. Thereafter, also the jurisdictional High Court
has granted interim relief in various CWP(s).

In view of the discussion herein above, the applicants are also entitled to get the same
relief at this stage as has been granted to similar situated persons/ pensioners by the
Hon’ble Punjab and Haryana High as well as this Tribunal.

Interim relief is granted in the same terms as in O.A(s) No. 746/2024, 742/2024 and
918/2024 vide order dated 29.08.2024.  There shall be stay on further recovery of
commuted value of pension from the applicants subject to the fact that the applicants
have completed 10 years 11 months of retirement.

Since, the issue raised in these O.As is having wider remification, therefore, the
respondents are directed to file reply, so that the matter can be finally adjudicated
expeditiously.

List the matter on 12.12.2024.
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